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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 00769 300953Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO /019W 

301026Z 115560/10 

R 300835Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7066 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS JIDDA 0769 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, SA 

SUBJECT: PRIVATE INDUSTRY IN SAUDI ARABIA 


Message Text 


1 . ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY "SAUDI REVIEW" REPORTED JANUARY 17 
THAT "THE NUMBER OF INDUSTRIAL FIRMS LICENSED IN THE KINGDOM 
TOTALLED 612, EMPLOYING 22,162 WORKERS AS OF THE END OF 1975." 

2. THE TOTAL CAPITAL OF THESE FIRMS AMOUNTED TO SR3.6 BILLION. 
THE AVERAGE RATE OF FIRMS LICENSED PER YEAR IN THE LAST FIVE 
YEARS ENDING IN 1974 WAS 46; THE RATE FOR 1975 ROSE TO 205. 

3. METAL WORKS AND EQUIPMENT LED THE OTHER FIRMS IN THE 
LIST IN NUMBER AND WORKERS EMPLOYED. CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
COMES SECOND BY CAPITAL AND THIRD BY WORKERS. FOODSTUFFS 
AND SOFT DRINKS INDUSTRIES RANKS THIRD IN NUMBER OF FIRMS 
LICENSED. 


4. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THESE FIGURES DO NOT 
INCLUDE PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM-RELATED INDUSTRIES. 
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